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the stupidity. Unfortunately, the Agenda 21 process, presented to the public as 
an open “consensus” of “stakeholders,” was a total fraud. The debate had never 
been completed, we never even met all of the “stakeholders,” and the resulting 
policy document I had submitted for the group was rewritten in secret. It was 
presented to the public as a consensus with my name on it when I had refused to 
sign it. Instead of a way to help landowners do a better job of caring for their 
property, I saw its consequences as a policy dedicated to having no one on the 
land. To me, the real results would be fuel accumulation, catastrophic fires, 
erosion, unrestrained infestation, impoverished soil, loss of wildlife, accelerated 
extinctions, and general poverty of the land and its people. 

As bad as that was, it was the unethical conduct of such governance that 
concerned me much more. In response, I completed my projects and quit my 
engineering career three years later to spend four years researching, writing, and 
finally publishing Natural Process: That Environmental Laws May Serve the 
Laws of Nature. This book was nearly 500 pages of hard data and dense 
theoretical exposition. It exposed the bureaucratic regulatory system as a 
criminal racket in the hands of major corporate stockholders using tax-exempt 
foundations to launder influence money. It explained why the system works the 
way it does, and documented its web of social, economic, and scientific flaws. It 
then proposed free-market alternatives, how they might work, and how to get 
them implemented. Upon that premise I have recently obtained a business 
method patent (a process that took over seven years). Although the book was 
endorsed by a few academics and technical heavies and was delivered to the 
White House by a former Senator, being self-published just weeks before 9-11, 
it did not get much attention. I was nearly broke. 

Since that time I have written a number of articles on environmental policy 
and the steady perversion of the United States Constitution, having studied the 
founding documents and philosophy underlying its construction and adoption 
while at college. The modern phase of that history is infused with political 
corruption: corporate socialist “investors” looking to game the system for an 
augmented return. In modern times, their usual means has been manipulating 
markets with rules and regulations to control access to resources, augment 
returns, or restrict the market to particular materials or technologies. As research 
progressed, the theosophical affiliations of that elite became clear. 

Understanding the disastrous ecological consequences and massive scope of 
the United Nations’ plan, I felt morally complicit, having supported socialized 
resource management for many years. I was thus forced to confront the beliefs 
underlying the theosophical “new age” environmental movement and felt 
compelled to take my family “the other way.” So, we pulled the kids out of 
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school (to get a real education) and, for the first time in forty years, I opened up 
a Bible (yup, that is what it took; some of us “scientific” types are that dense). 

In it, we read Leviticus 26, where the Lord’s punishments read almost 
exactly like the consequences I had foreseen in the UN Agenda 21. While the 
recognition was mind-blowing; at the time (2002) I did not note the antidote in 
the preceding chapter. It was just too obscure for me to see the connection. 

Three years later, we joined a Messianic Jewish congregation as a Christian 
Gentile family. I indulged my interest in Leviticus 26 by reading the blessings in 
Hebrew. It was thence that the principles underlying Leviticus 25, founded in 
our intimate connection with productive wildlands, have become abundantly 
clear. They are indeed the difference between freedom and slavery, as important 
today as they were 3,500 years ago. 

I take a minor role in our congregation, caring for our crumbling facility as 
best I can. Our kids are very helpful but we have little interest in a leadership 
position, although I do present an occasional midrash (roughly equivalent to a 
sermon). Really, I value peace and quiet too much to aspire to be a “religious 
figure” of any kind. Although I do love debating such things, I would much 
rather tinker with native habitat and invent processes and tools to do better 
restoration work more efficiently and at lower risk. 

If you want to know more about what I believe so that you can make heads 
or tails of where this is all coming from or want to know more about my 
politics, there is a wide-ranging interview at Sunni Maravillosa’s web site. 

As to “eschatology,” I regard it as my responsibility to do everything within 
my capability to help forestall whatever “new age” or “phoenix bird” fantasy 
various crazed power freaks apparently seek to perpetrate. I see it as only 
sensible to prepare my family to survive a disaster anyway, whether natural or 
man-made. I view natural disaster as an eventual certainty and man-made flavor 
as entirely avoidable but (given the financial power of those behind it) of 
reasonable likelihood (this was written before the meltdown - M). In either case, 
I take my cue from Leviticus 25 that G_d says we should prepare for it and have 
the courage to speak up when we see something wrong. So we do, and we try 
our best to keep it simple. As to an “end times” theology, I guess one might say 
that I hold a modified pre-millennial view. From what I can tell, under the best 
of circumstances it may take a thousand years of hard work to fix this mess. 

So there you have it, as real as I know how to make it. It certainly will be 
interesting and rewarding to learn under the guidance of the Creator. May He be 
pleased to walk on the land with which we have been so blessed, Amein. 
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Post Script 

While writing this book, I would naturally seek rabbinic comment on its 
findings. After all, I had way too much to do besides writing another book, so if 
they could show me something that was fundamentally wrong I would have 
been overjoyed to just drop it and get on with life. I was concerned about what 
publishing on this subject would do to my scientific reputation, I prefer a quiet 
life, and I really didn’t want to endure the anticipated very unhappy reaction on 
the part of just about anybody who cared. Unfortunately, I had a terrible time 
getting rabbis whose education I would respect to talk to me at all, much less 
take the hypothesis seriously enough to read a draft. 

Interestingly, the people I found most willing to engage were the Orthodox, 
in part because they were so intrigued that a Gentile had any interest in Shemitta 
at all. Despite their evident trepidation, there was occasionally respect, and even 
subtle indication of love. When I first contacted an Orthodox rabbi, he asked a 
curious question: “Who ARE you?” I had no idea what he meant, thinking he 
wanted my academic background. I kept getting that same question. Eventually, 
I understood that they were asking me (politely) if I was Jewish. The answer 
was obviously, “No.” 

By the winter of 2010, just after completing the book, I was exhausted. The 
writing process had been so physically demanding I was developing serious 
symptoms of deteriorating health. I knew (and my family feared) that I did not 
have the strength left to promote the product. So I put a few copies out in the 
ether for review and went back to doing physical work. Praise G-d, the healing 
process was almost immediate. I was building picnic tables for the patio to 
entertain guests that occasionally visit the Wildergarten. There, in the garage 
(usually in the way), stands a lovely but modest walnut armoire made by my 
great-great uncle that had stood in a local museum in Iowa. As I cleared space to 
work, the piece became ever more problematic. Diane cleared out the boxes 
she’d stuffed inside that blocked a sign: Jacob Vande Pol, Pella Iowa, 1866. In 
the process of work it just hit me: “It looks like an ark” (a cabinet containing a 
Torah scroll)… JACOB Vande Pol… you don’t think. Noooo!” 

Jacob was one of my Dad’s uncles who had emigrated from Lunteren, 
Holland near the city of Arnhem. I’d been there once looking for family (the 
correct spelling of the family name is, “van de Pol”). The first one I found had 
composed a genealogy connecting our clan directly with him. There could be no 
mistake. In meeting him, I was mildly surprised that, unlike most Dutch people 
(and unlike me), he was stocky, round-faced, and dark-haired. I didn’t make 
much of it at the time but did think it rather odd. Remembering this, I got on the 
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Internet and put in, “van de Pol” and “Jewish.” Among the 1,500+ hits, I noted 
the name, “Joël Mozes van de Pol” in Arnhem. It’s not a common surname in 
19th Century Holland and they didn’t go from Dutch Reformed to Jewish. 

If you’ve got this far in the book, you know that I’ve learned to listen to that 
ol’ tug when HaShem wants something, only this time it was a 2X4 between the 
eyes. I know how infested Messianic Jewish congregations are with Gentiles 
who “discover” that they have Jewish blood in their family. Often it becomes a 
matter of pride and status that I find faintly disgusting. Born a Gentile, raised a 
Gentile, I’m a Gentile, and I desire nothing else. To me it is a great blessing to 
be charged with sharing the Gospel. I want neither the accountability of being 
Jewish, nor the crushing burden of history that comes with it. No way… 

Just after this realization, and just as with writing the book, an immediate 
series of wildly improbable events ensued. The next evening, a complete 
stranger who is Jewish asked me, “Are you Jewish?” When I told her this story 
she said, “So what is your Jewish name?” I have never wanted a Hebrew name. 
I didn’t have to think about it for even a tenth of a second, “Moshe.” I told the 
story to a member of our congregation. When I told her how the lady had asked 
for my name, she didn’t wait to hear it blurting, “Moshe.” That weekend we 
took a trip to see my Dad and a childhood friend of mine. She reported a dream 
she’d had two weeks prior, waking up in consternation, “Mark Vande Pol is 
JEWISH???” That weekend somebody begged out of the annual Purim play and 
I was drafted into the role of… Mordechai, the Jew!!! It’s the only male Jewish 
role in the play. My daughter begged out of reading the Haftarah (prophets) 
handing me the passage of Elijah’s offering on Carmel killing 450 pagan priests. 
That’s not even close to all of it. It’s been very spooky, and it has not stopped. 
At times, I wish it would. 

Friends have got a large charge out of this, because they know how this is 
going to bug me; it’s existential, that weight of accountability and the gnawing 
thought that He has His hooks in me deeper than I’d prefer. I know there are 
DNA tests that could confirm Jewish heredity, but frankly, I don’t think that 
proves a thing insofar as any conclusions I might draw from that. Nobody 
knows what parts of the genome really matter and what difference does it make? 
Well, look at all those “begats” in the Bible. Male heredity certainly seems to 
matter to Him. After learning a bit about epigentics and the role of the Y-
chromosome in adaptive genetics, I’ve it seems we don’t know very much. 

So, as to “Why me?” the answer is simple, “Because that’s what all 
indications are showing me He seems to want.” As to “Who are you?” all I can 
say now is, “I really don’t know.” 
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Glossary of Specialized Terms 
NOTE: Each Shemitta Logo star-flower leaf is a link that returns you to where 

the word first occurs in the text. The teal letters are links that take you to 
online sources where you can learn more. 

biological pyramid a hierarchy of consumption of predators and prey, each level 
limited by the energy required to produce the preceding level (my definition).  

chiastic –  a type of literature common in the ancient world wherein elements 
are arranged in a symmetrical order first to last, second to next to last, etc.  

climax species – those organisms which are dominant under steady state 
conditions. 

commensal – Of, relating to, or characterized by a symbiotic relationship in 
which one species is benefited while the other is unaffected. 

coppice – a traditional method of woodland management in which young tree 
stems are cut down to near ground level. Many new shoots will emerge, 
bearing more fruit on younger wood (do not overdo it on some shrubs, else 
they will starve). 

cryptogamic crusts – a hard soil crust dominated by a plant community of algae, 
lichens, or mosses. 

decadence – a condition in which a stand of vegetation (such as a forest)  
reaches the limits of its life span or becomes so dense that the trees start to rot 
and die. (I did not find a good external definition for a link). 

depauperate – a plant whose size is stunted because of competition.  

dhimmitude – the state of being subjugated to Muslim rule by treaty, also bound 
to pay the “dhimmi tax.” A few modern examples.  

epigenetics – The study of inheritable changes in gene function that occur 
without a change in the sequence of the DNA, usually occurring in 
embryonic development. 

eschatology 

   1. The branch of theology that is concerned with the end of the world 
(sometimes conflated with the Jewish acharit hayamim). 

   2. A belief or a doctrine concerning the ultimate or final things, such as death, 
the destiny of humanity, the Second Coming, or the Last Judgment. 

10 
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exegesis– critical explanation or interpretation of a text or portion of a text, esp. 
of the Bible. 

forb – A broad-leaved herb other than a grass, especially one growing in a field, 
prairie, or meadow. 

Gemara the rabbinic discussions about the Mishnah over the succeeding three 
centuries. Together the Mishnah and the Gemara comprise the Talmud. 

HaShem, (The Name) G_d, and Adonai (Lord) are all well explained at the 
linked source. 

Hillel the Elder – (110BC-10AD) the first great Pharisee to record the oral 
tradition into written rulings, added to the writings of other sages comprising 
the Mishnah. Hillel is commonly regarded as more lenient in his rulings. 

hermeneutics – the method of theological of interpretation, esp. of the Scriptures 
that deals with the principles of Biblical exegesis. 

Holocene – a geological epoch, which began approximately 11550 calendar 
years BP (about 9600 BC). 

Ka’aba – a cuboidal building located inside the al-Masjid al-Haram mosque in 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia. It is the holiest place in Islam, the direction Muslims 
face during prayer. Muslims walk in a circle around the Kaaba during the 
annual Hajj (pilgrimage) season. 

keystone species – one that plays a critical role in maintaining the structure of 
an ecological community and whose impact on the community is greater than 
would be expected based on its relative abundance or total biomass. 

loess – a loamy deposit formed by wind, usually yellowish and calcareous, 
common in the Mississippi Valley and in Europe and Asia. 

megafauna – Large animals weighing over 100 pounds. 

mesic – of, pertaining to, or adapted to an environment having a balanced 
supply of moisture (not in the text). 

Mishnah – the collected rulings of the early Sages, in the case of Tractate 
Shvi’it, principally Hillel and Shammai (see below). 

monoculture – an area (often a crop) consisting of one plant variety.  

mycorrhiza – a mutually beneficial symbiotic relationship between plants and 
fungi. The fungus wraps its fibers (mycelium) around the roots of the plant, 
supplying water and nutrients, which the plant processes into sugars needed 
by the fungus. 
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reconnoiter – to inspect, observe, or survey (the enemy, the enemy's strength or 
position, a region, etc.) in order to gain information for military purposes. 

refugia –  a system of refuges for animals or plants in wild land habitat.  

riparian – of, pertaining to, or situated or dwelling on the bank of a river or other 
body of water: riparian villas. 

permaculture – design principles whereby individuals can become designers of 
their own environments able to build increasingly self-sufficient human 
settlements 

Pleistocene – the epoch from 1.8 million to 10000 years BP covering the world's 
recent period of repeated glaciations. 

pogrom – a form of riot directed against a particular group, characterized by 
destruction of their homes, businesses and religious centres, murder, or even 
massacre. Historically, the term has been used to denote extensive violence 
against Jews. 

Shammai – (50BC–30AD) succeeded Hillel as president of the Sanhedrin, the 
supreme rabbinical court of ancient Israel. Shammai too was a Pharisee, 
reported to have ruled more strictly than Hillel. 

Shofar – A shofar (Hebrew: שופר   ) is a ram's horn used for Jewish religious 
purposes. Shofar-blowing is incorporated in synagogue services on Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. In the Christian faith the shofar (trumpet) is 
blown when Yeshua returns with an army to save Israel. 

succession – Ecology - the progressive replacement of one community by 
another until a climax community is established. (In the case of food 
production for man or wildlife, a climax is generally not a good thing.)  

Sukkah – A walled “booth” built of branches tied together, probably with sinew. 
Fresh-cut boughs were added for shielding against weather. They are usually 
decorated for the festival. The commandment is to live in it for seven days. 

symbiotes – Biology: historically, one of two dissimilar organisms living 
together in a interdependent or mutually beneficial relationship. This 
definition has been broadened in recent years to include commensal or 
parasitic relationships. 

Tanakh – The Hebrew collection of the Torah, the Prophets, and historical 
writings comprising the “Old Testament.” 

xeric – of, pertaining to, or adapted to a dry environment (as opposed to not in 
the text). 
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23 Probiotics  Photo by the author 

24  Hebrew Calligraphy Photo by the author 
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25 Dax Wants Out Photo by the author 

26 Abandoned Ranch Photo by the author 

27 Des Glaneuses Jean-François Millet, 1857, Musée d'Orsay, Paris 

28 Exodus 23  Program by Uri Harel, http://www.c-bh.com 

29 Blue Wild Rye Photo by the author 

30 Woodland Rose Photo by the author  

31 Baker Tent  Courtesy Albion Canvas Co. 

32 Liberty Bell  Photo Credit: Peter West, National Science Foundation 

33 Camissonias Photo by the author 

34 Circling the Kaaba Photo by Muhammad Mahdi Karim, obtained from the 
Wikimedia Commons: 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kaaba_mirror
_edit_jj.jpg under the Creative Commons Attribution. 

35 Bill of Rights Public domain image obtained from 
http://library.stmarytx.edu/acadlib/doc/displays/Pages/0
609DemocracyDocs/DemocracyDocs.htm 

36 Militia Roll  Obtained from Ira Singer, Town of Middleton, MA 

37 Los Gatos, 1879 Photo by the author of pencil sketch of Los Gatos by C. 
Gifford, 1879, by permission of Los Gatos’ Forbes Mill 
Museum 

38 Benton, NV  Photo by the author 

40 Tunnel Portal Photo by the author 

42 Israeli Granary Photo by Charlie Cohen 

43 Stock Rotation Drawing by the author 

44 Bronze Age Well Photo by Charlie Cohen 

45 Spring Tunnel Photo by the author 

46 David Showing Saul that He had Spared His Life, Etching by Gustav Doré, 

   Downloaded from www.creationism.org and used with 
permission. 

47 Ookow  Photo by the author 

48 Hazelnut Photo by the author 

xx Yankee Doodle Cleveland, Ohio : Pub. by J.F. Ryder, c1876, Artist 
Willard, Archibald M., 1836-1918; PD-old-100;  This 
image is available from the United States Library of 
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Congress's Prints and Photographs division under the 
digital ID cph.3b52205.  

49 Somebody’s Son Photo by the author 

50 An Able Body Photo by the author 

52 Trampled Dung Photo by the author 

53 Bio Char Catherine Brewer, Iowa State University, by permission 
of MaryAnn Sherman, Bioeconomy Institute, ISU 

54 Hi-Fi Hyphae SEM photos by Robin Rose, Associate Professor, 
College of Forestry, Oregon State University, 
reproduced by permission  

55 Mycorrhizae SEM photos by Robin Rose, Associate Professor, 
College of Forestry, Oregon State University, 
reproduced by permission 

56 Clay Particles Photos by permission of Gary Lash, adapted from a 
poster presentation at AAPG Annual Convention, Long 
Beach, CA, April 1-4, 2007 

57 Zion   All photos ©2005, by Steve Rich, Rangeland 
Restoration Academy; reproduced by permission. 

58 Canyonlands All photos ©2005, by Steve Rich, Rangeland 
Restoration Academy reproduced by permission. 

59 Deseret Ranch  All photos ©2005, by Steve Rich, Rangeland 
Restoration Academy reproduced by permission. 

60 Control of Blue Mold on Wounded Red Bartlett Pear,                                 
by Wojciech Janisiewicz, USDA, Appalachian Fruit 
Research Station, Kearneysville, WV 

61 Zion Contrast A Photo by the author 

 Zion Contrast B Photo by the author 

62 The Wildergarten All photos by the author. 

63 Sphinx of Giza/Egypt, 27.08.07, by Magellan; Retrieved 10-23-08 from 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Sphinx_Giz
a_Egypt.jpg. 

 Sphinx at Gizeh,  Bonfils, Félix; in Views of Egypt, Palestine and Syria 
(created 1867?-1871?) The Great Sphinx in 1867; 
Wikipedia Commons Image:GreatSphinx1867.jpg, 
Retrieved 10-23-08 from: 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:GreatSphin
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x1867.jpg; NYPL Call Number: MFZ (Bonfils) 93-
6261  

64 Locust Damage Source caption: [Senegal 2004] Retrieved 09-25-08 
from: http://dusteye.wordpress.com/2007/03/; URL: 
http://dusteye.files.wordpress.com/2007/03/locust2.jpg, 
reproduced by permission. 
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65 Seed Pocket  ©2005, by Steve Rich, Rangeland Restoration 
Academy, reproduced by permission. 

66 Burned Fields Photo by the author 

 Dust Storm, April 18, 1935, Stratford, Texas; 
George E. Marsh, NOAA; Retrieved 11-05-08 from 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Dust-storm-
Texas-1935.png. 

67 Cave at Qumran, 1997, Jordan Valley, Israel,    
   Photo by Charlie Cohen 

70 Ezra in Prayer Etching by Gustav Dore, reproduced by permission 
with caption recast for graphic contiguity. 

71 Meadow Complexity Photo by the Author 

72 The Drake Exclosure Photo courtesy Al Medina, Range Management 
Specialist, USFS Rocky Mountain Research Station. 

74 Pool of Gibeon Both photos by Charlie Cohen 

75 Sugar Rationing  WW II, National Archives Photo NA 208-AA-322I-2. 

76 Machu Pichu Sunrise, 9th of April 2005, Allard Schmidt, the Netherlands, 
Retrieved 09-28-08 from 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Peru_Mach
u_Picchu_Sunrise_2.jpg  

77 Masada Sunrise Photo by Charlie Cohen 

78 Temple Rubble Photo by Charlie Cohen 

79 Sudeten Woman  Public domain image obtained from the National 
Archives, NA 208-PP-10A-2, via 
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/b5/Anschlu
sstears.jpg. 

81 Bookend Verses Photo by the Author 

83 Arch of Titus  2005-04-29 12:06:37, by Anthony M. from Rome, 
Italy; Retrieved 11-07-08 from: 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Arch_of_tit
us_relief_2.jpg. This image was released per 
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/. 

84 The Cone Fire  Photos by Carl Skinner, Martin Ritchie, Todd 
Hamilton, Julie Simons, USDA Forest Service, Blacks 
Mountain Experimental Forest, September 2002. 
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85 The Warm Fire Photos ©2005, by Steve Rich, Rangeland Restoration 
Academy, all rights reserved. Reproduced by 
permission.  

86  Mesa Verde Photos ©2005, by Steve Rich, Rangeland Restoration 
Academy, all rights reserved. Reproduced by 
permission. 

87 Meadow Encroachment, Yosemite Valley; Yosemite Repeat Set: Upper 
Yosemite Valley from Columbia Point, 1899, by H.G. 
Peabody. 

   Remaining photos of Yosemite by the author  

88 Roadside Broom Photo by the author. 

89 Fire Frequency: Croy & Summit Fires  

   All photos by the author.  

90 Living Sheepishly Photos from various sources as noted in the picture 
book, for the most part by permission of Dr. Lyle 
McNeal, Utah State University and the American Sheep 
Industry Association. 

91 Feedlot   Photo by the author 

92 Death by Natural Causes;  photos from various sources as noted, for the 
most part by permission of Dr. Charles Kay, Utah State 
University.  

93 Stacy & Six  Photo by Mark Miller, reproduced by permission.  

94 Six Is Dead  Photo by Mark Miller, reproduced by permission. 

95 Zion Sheet Erosion Photo by the author 

96 Map of the Breeding Grounds of the Rocky Mountain Locust, Report of the 
US Entomological Commission, 1880. 

97 Rodeo/Chediski Fire Both Photos by the author 

99 NRDC Money  This is a screenshot of an argument originally authored 
and posted by the author on FreeRepublic.com 

100 Cemetery, Doornbult Concentration Camp, Photograph Copyright © 
Colyn Brookes 2006, reproduced by permission of 
Martin Edwards, Webmaster  - Roll of Honour & Boer-
War, www.roll-of-honour.com & www.boer-war.com, 
Retrieved from http://www.boer-
war.com/Details2nd/Camps-4.html. 

101 Agenda 21  Thumbnail images link to Amazon.com  
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102 Sustained Development, Photos by the author 

103 No Entry  Photo by the author. 

104 Earth Day Poster Photo obtained from The Military Health System Blog, 
Monday, April 21, 2008 - Earth Day and Beyond the 
MHS, Posted by: S. Ward Casscells, M.D. 
http://www.health.mil//content/images/blog/Earth Day 
Poster.jpg 

105 San Jose Wastewater Treatment Plant       
Photo copyright Neil Gilham, with permission to 
reproduce it in this book only.  

106 Reconquistadores Immigrants march for amnesty, May Day, 20006, by 
Jonathan McIntosh, Retrieved 11-03-08 from: 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:May_Day_I
mmigration_March_LA31.jpg.  

108 Death by Gun Control, Image reproduced by permission of JPFO.org 

109 Cargo Crane  Photo by the author. 

111 Knotted Gun,  Nils Simon, 2006, photo from the Wikipedia 
Commons, Retrieved 10-15-08 from: 
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:UN-pistole-
verknotet.png. 

112 The Wildlands Project Thumbnails linked to source images 

113 Cordell Hull US government photo. Retrieved 09-18-08 from 
http://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bild:Hull-Cordell-
LOC.jpg. 

114 Ronald Reagan Source: the Reagan Library, reproduced by permission, 
color corrected by the author. 

117 No Sale Both photos by the author  

118 DARPA Logo Public domain image.   

120 Cow with Tags Photo by the author.  

121 FEMA & Katrina  All FEMA photos were obtained from 
http://www.photolibrary.fema.gov/photolibrary/index.js
p, and are public domain. All other photo sources are as 
noted in the picture book. 

124 Soap Lilies Photo by the author 

125 Fremontia Lilies Photo by the author 

126 Deadly Lily Photo by the author 
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127 California Manroot,  Photo by the author 

128 Small Business Photo by the author 

131 Veggie Stand  Photo by the author  

133 Ridge Meadow Photo by the author 

134 The Responsible Party, Photos by the author  

135 Santa Cruz Map  Drawing by the author 

136 Knowing the History  Photo by the author 

137 Former Acacia Photo by the author 

138 Victory! Photo by the author 

139 Plug Multiplication Photo by the author 

140 Masking  Photo by the author 

141 Retired Road Photo by the author 

142 Steep Slope Compaction, Photo by the author 

143 Family Weeding Photo by the author  

144 Firewood Haul Photo by the author  

146 Coyote Mint  Photo by the author 

147 Line, paragraph, and book breaks Photo by the author  

148 Aleppo Codex Reproduced by permission of Michael Glatzer, 
Ben-Zvi Institute, Jerusalem 

149 Torah Bookends,  Photo by the author  

150 Introversions  See Biblical References  

152 If, and But if  Photo by the author 

153  Break Lev 25-26  Photo by the author  

154 Neil Yerman, Sofer By permission of Neil Yerman 

158 Onion  Photo by the author 

168 The Kotel Photo by Charlie Cohen 

169 His Plan Photo by the author  

175  The Sower, Jean-François Millet, 1850, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. 
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There have been times when I felt I just couldn’t go on, when weeding became 
simply so arduous, tedious, and continuous, day after day, one at a time, with 
the progress of biology so rapid that it seems I can’t keep up no matter what I 
do. Nobody cares, nobody really gets it. Academics, bureaucrats, the clueless 
public, all don’t have any idea just how beautiful native habitat can be, simply 
because there is so very little of it.  

A photograph cannot capture it. The light may be too harsh, the scene too 
ephemeral. I know what it is, but you cannot. At least I get to see it, that bee 
landing on a lily, it bending under the weight, the bowing grasses in the breeze, 
with a blanket of varietal legumes in flower underneath, I see the weeds and 
know how much more it will take, knowing that once I weed it, it looks pretty 
beaten up for a bit, and hope for better ‘next year,” year after year, and it does 
get better, but with the world in financial meltdown, the greatest economy in the 
world, broken by people playing legal games for control of resources.  
Resources about which they cannot have a clue because they just don’t get out 
and do anything to bring life back to life.  


